
Don’t Quit! 


I like Simon Peter – man after my own heart! 
Guy would have been in it – if he fell in! 
First disciple to be called. Jesus saw Simon – Mark 1.  
Left everything and followed! Risk taker! 
Jesus’s right hand man – experience the Transfiguration (Matt 17) 
(Jesus talking with Moses & Elijah) 
Walked on the water ‘Lord if its you....’ 
Jesus predicts his death – no way Lord! ‘Get behind me satan. You do not 
have in mind the things of God’ (Matt 16) 
First disciple to recognise who Jesus was! 
‘Who do you say I am?!’ ‘You are the Christ – Son of the living God!’ ‘ Blessed 
are you Simon.....READ MATT 16 
Jesus’ arrest at Gethsemane – Peter takes the law into his own hands – drew 
his sword – high priests servants ear! 
Simon: 
Rough & ready, natural leader 
Up for anything, willing to learn 
Outspoken 
Full of faith 
Sensitive to the things of God 
Jesus warns Peter (last supper) – Luke 22:31-34 
Compassionate heart of Jesus – pre-warn Simon Peter of forthcoming trial & 
suffering (deny Jesus 3 times before cock crows!):  
“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for 
you, Simon that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers” 
“Simon, stay on your toes. Satan has tried to separate all of you from me, like 
chaff from wheat. Simon, I’ve prayed for you in particular that you may not 
give in or give out. When you have come through this time of testing, turn to 
your companions and give them a fresh start.” (TM) 
We know what happened! READ Luke 22:54-62 



Peter failed the trial, denied his Lord and as a result suffered terrible guilt & 
pain. “He wept bitterly.” 
Must have shaken his faith to the CORE! 
Jesus had warned of this “But I have prayed for you, Simon that your faith 
may not fail.” 
Wonder what went through Peter's mind? 
Guilt, shame, feelings of disloyalty, how can I continue? Questions? Doubts? 
Fears about the future? 
When Peter denied Jesus, let him down – I believe he was on the verge of 
QUITTING! So tempting!  
Sometimes, as God’s people, we go through 'sifting seasons' in life – causes 
us to want to quit. 
Go through stuff – shake our faith to the CORE! 
I’ve been through many on my journey: 
Financial woes: ripped off, lost job, debts, nearly lost our home!! 
Had bosses who were cruel and made my life hell 
In the past I have been betrayed, lied about, falsely accused, slandered and 
yet I felt I had done nothing wrong! 
I said: 'Where are you God' and I even offered to quit. 
Near breakdown through over work 
Illness, health scares, hospitalised (be brief!) 
Bereavement 
I know what it’s like to wonder when will things ever change?!! 
Jesus warned the disciples & us that we would go through troubles 
John 16:33 “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world!” 



Paul recognised that part of our walk as Christians is sharing in Christ’s 
sufferings (wont hear this on the God channel!). Rom 8:17: 
“Now if we are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we share in his glory. I 
consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us.” 
Peter too: “Dear friends do not be surprised at the painful trial you are 
suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice 
that you share in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when 
his glory is revealed....1 Peter 4:12 
Suffering for being a Christian? Do not be surprised.  
You carry the fragrance of Jesus (2 Cor. 2:16) 
To some: A sweet aroma 
To others: a nauseating smell (they hated me Jesus said...so!) 
Paul’s reflections on his sufferings – parallel them with what Jesus said 
to Simon Peter.  
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the 
troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great 
pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life itself. 
Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this happened 
that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. He has 
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we 
have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, as you help us by your 
prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favour 
granted us in answer to the prayers of many. (2 Corinthians 1:8-11) 
Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great 
endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments 
and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, understanding, 
patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful 
speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right 
hand and in the left; through glory and dishonour, bad report and good report; 
genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, 
and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 
poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.  
(2 Corinthians 6:4-10) 
Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. 
I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged 
more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. Five times I 



received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten 
with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I 
spent a night and a day in the open sea, I have been constantly on the move. 
I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my 
fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the 
country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. I have laboured 
and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst 
and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. Besides 
everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 
Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not 
inwardly burn? (2 Corinthians 11:23-29) 
What a list! EMPHASISE!! 
Hardships, great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, despairing even 
of life, hearts felt the sentence of death! 
I don’t know what you’re going through/facing.....what keeps you awake at 
night.... 
Suffering, ill health, bad news, money worries, unhappy marriage, family 
crisis, depression, guilt & shame, eating disorder, self harm 
Anxieties, fears..loneliness,  loss 
Maybe at a point where you almost cant face tomorrow. 
One thing after another!!! 

Feel like you're being sifted like wheat?!?! 
Encourage you! DON’T QUIT! DON’T GIVE UP! 

What encouragement does Paul 
give us from 2 Cor. 1:8-11 

1. GOD PROMISES TO DELIVER OR HELP US OVERCOME! 
“He has delivered us from such a deadly peril AND HE WILL DELIVER US! 
On Him we have set our hope that He will continue to deliver us!(v10) 
God is our DELIVERER! Past, Present & Future. 
Ps 18:2 “You are my rock, my fortress and my deliverer.” 



Ps 40:17“You are my help and my deliverer.” 
Ps 140:7“O sovereign Lord, my strong deliverer.” 
Don’t Quit! Stand firm and wait for your deliverer! 
Examples: 
Seen God set people free from FEAR. 
Financial miracles 
Troublesome people in work place caused a lot of pain 
Reconciliation 
Healing's  
Tip of the day! He rarely delivers in the way we anticipate! 
Trust in The Lord with all your heart..... 

2. SET YOUR HOPE ON HIM 
READ v10 again (above) 
He hasn't changed!! 
Longer situation/suffering continues – the more hopeless it appears. 
So easy to lose hope! Have you lost hope? 
2007: Terrible attack of mouth ulcers.  
Lasted weeks. Mouth became a massive ulcer.  
Couldn’t talk, eat or sleep. Lost weight.  
Kept hoping every day it would end but it just got worse...to the point where I 
was admitted to Aintree Hospital. 
But I kept thinking it would get better!! IT GOT WORSE!!!!! 
At those times we need to keep the faith and HOPE in God! 
Found Psalms and especially Psalm 13 really helpful 
How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face 
from me? How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have 
sorrow in my heart? How long will my enemy triumph over me? Look on me 
and answer, Lord my God. Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death, and 
my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” and my foes will rejoice when I 
fall. But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. I will 



sing the Lord’s praise, for he has been good to me. (Psalm 13:1-6) quite 
difficult with a gob full of ulcers!!! 
“Why are you so downcast O my soul, why so disturbed within me? Put your 
HOPE in God....for I will yet praise Him!” Ps 42:5 
“He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even 
youths grow tired and weary and young men stumble and fall; but those who 
HOPE in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and grow weary, they will walk and not be faint!” Isaiah 
40:29-31 
I hoped it would get better and after treatment it changed for ever! 
I have never suffered in that way since. 
Important to set your HOPE on Him and no one else! 

3. LET OTHERS PRAY YOU THROUGH! (V11) 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the 
troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great 
pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life itself. 
Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this happened 
that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. He has 
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him 
we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, as you help us 
by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious 
favour granted us in answer to the prayers of many. (2 Corinthians 1:8-11) 
“as you help us by your prayers.” (v11) 
Sometimes we can get to the end of ourselves when we pray 
Times when we simply need to ask for help –  
Invite others to pray us through!  
Acknowledge you need some prayer support. 
Call of Duty game: My son said..look at this I can call in air support! 
Amazing! 
Time to call in some extra spiritual fire power??! 
Dick Eastman: “Prayer is the final armament. Prayer is all-inclusive strategy 
of war. It is a form of spiritual bombing to saturate any area before God’s 
army of witnesses advance. Prayer is the all conquering invincible weapon of 
the army of God.”  



Friends we need to be willing to humble ourselves more often and say those 
words to one another...”Will you pray for me!” 
Connect Groups: pray through needs together and continue to pray.  

4. KNOW THAT JESUS IS PRAYING YOU THROUGH 
“But I have prayed for you Simon.” (NIV) 
“But I have pleaded for you in prayer Simon” (Living Bible) 
Jesus prayed Simon through his time of testing and suffering. Awesome! 
Rom. 8:34 Jesus is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for 
us.” (More than conquerors passage!) 
“Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God through 
Him....because He lives to intercede for them!!” Heb. 7:25 
Wow! Jesus intercedes on our behalf to save us and deliver us! 
Jesus is praying for you right now...whatever you’re going through. Amazing! 
As I lay in hospital...as I struggled with an issue, as I face bereavement...as I 
didn’t know which way for turn...as I felt like quitting! 
NB. Notice what’s he’s praying for Simon Peter! 
“But I have prayed for you, Simon that your faith may not fail.” 
Very important at times – sometimes people go through stuff that shakes the 
very foundation of their faith. 

5. SUFFERINGS & TRIAL ALWAYS HAVE A PURPOSE 
“But this has happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God.” (v9) 
God NEVER sends trials but He does allow them and will always work some 
good through them. 
Sometimes God doesn't deliver us....he simply allows us to pass through 
those trials....so we grow in our faith!!!! Grow to RELY ON GOD more! 
God has taught me far more in times of trials than any other time!!!!! 
Tremendous times of growth. Humbling. Trust. Faith. Reliance. 
That’s why in some respects: 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 



perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything. (James 1:2-4) 
In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had 
to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven 
genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. (1 Peter 1:6, 7) 
Words of Joseph to his brothers: 
"you intended to harm me, but God intended (allowed) it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives."  
Gen. 50:20 

6. FINALLY – LINK BETWEEN BOTH PASSAGES 
Jesus said to Peter: “And when you have turned back – STRENGTHEN your 
brothers.” 
Paul said to the Corinthians: 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort 
we ourselves receive from God. For just as we share abundantly in the 
sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. If we are 
distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for 
your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings 
we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you 
share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. (2 Corinthians 1:3-7) 
In other words – when you’ve recovered, turned back, been strengthened and 
comforted.....do likewise to those bro/sisters. 
Strengthen and build up those who are really struggling with stuff! 
Watch out for the weaker brother/sister. 
Can I encourage you all.... 
With the COMFORT you’ve received.... 
With the ENCOURAGEMENT you’ve received 
With the STRENGTH you’ve received... 
With the HOPE you’ve discovered... 



We’re family....doing LIFE TOGETHER...we need to watch out for one 
another, encourage, support, build up, inspire, give hope... 
Friends let’s play our part...for today we are strong but tomorrow we might 
ourselves need help & support 
“And when you have turned back – STRENGTHEN your brothers.” 

CONCLUSION 
Sifting seasons touch all our lives (only a season!) IT WILL PASS!! 
Don’t QUIT! 
In this world we will have trouble (But Jesus said...) 
Don’t QUIT! 
• He is your ROCK, your FORTRESS and your STRONG DELIVERER! 
• Set your HOPE on Him....those who hope... 
• Promises to DELIVER or HELP us OVERCOME 
• Let other’s pray you through! 
• Let Jesus pray you through 
• Sufferings always have a PURPOSE 
• When you come through....STRENGTHEN others....with the strength and 

comfort you have received 
• Is there anyone you need to go after who has QUIT?! (lost sheep/prodigal)? 
If you've enjoyed this message then please go back and share the link 
through Facebook or Twitter. Thank you & God bless!


