
Just Ask!
My children recently visited and brought our youngest grandchild with them. 
It's been 20 years since we had our own babies in the house and Albie did a 
lot of crying and I turned to my wife and said 'Are children normally that 
noisy?!?!'
My wife replied 'That's how he gets your attention when he wants 
something...It's his way of asking!!'
How's your asking?!
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his 
disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say: “ ‘Father, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into 
temptation. ’ ” 
Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; a friend of mine on 
a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ And suppose the 
one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my 
children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ I tell you, even 
though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet 
because of your boldness (shameless audacity) he will surely get up and give 
you as much as you need. 
“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door 
will be opened. “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give 
him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you 
then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!” (Luke 11:1-13)
Ask and it shall be given unto you
We used to sing an old chorus....'Ask & it shall be given....



Father God wants us to simply ask...
You do not have because you do not ask and when you do ask....
Father wants us to ask and sometimes it's a big ask!
Miracle mini bus!
In Crewe God showed me that He wanted me to pray in a Leyland DAF 17 
seater with which we could transport in people to church who didn't have their 
own means of getting to church. Many were poor and some were children 
connected to the local refuge. After six months of daily praying God 
miraculously supplied exactly the same mini bus through someone I had 
never ever met before in my life! Wow!!!
We simply mustn't be afraid to make the Big Ask!!
Joshua asked and sun stood still
On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the Lord 
in the presence of Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and you, moon, over 
the Valley of Aijalon.” So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the 
nation avenged itself on its enemies, as it is written in the Book of Jashar. The 
sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day. 
There has never been a day like it before or since, a day when the Lord 
listened to a human being. Surely the Lord was fighting for Israel! 
(Joshua 10:12-14)
Esther: asked God for favour to speak to the king to save the a Jews.
Hannah: asked God for a son and Samuel was born and Israel received one 
of its greatest prophets!
Hannah: asked God for a son and Samuel's word came to all Israel!
Hezekiah received a letter from Seenacherib threatening Jerusalem, laid out 
and asked God to rescue them...Bible... records the angel of The Lord going 
out and destroying 185000 men in the Asssyrian camp (2 Kings 19)
Hezekiah later became terminally ill and asked God and God lengthened his 
life by 15 years!
Jabez asked....



Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and 
enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so 
that I will be free from pain.” And God granted his request. (1 Chronicles 4:10)
Why is that prayer there...???? Cos it's ok to ask! Ok to make the BIG ASK!!
Two heroes of faith: 
Eighteen-year-old Hudson Taylor wandered into his father's library and read a 
gospel tract. He couldn't shake off its message. Finally, falling to his knees, 
he accepted Christ as his Saviour. 
Later, his mother, who had been away, returned home. When Hudson told her 
the good news, she said, "I already know. Ten days ago, the very date on 
which you tell me you read that tract, I spent the entire afternoon in prayer for 
you until the Lord assured me that my wayward son had been brought into 
the fold."
George Muller.....who fed thousands of children in orphanages....refused to 
make appeals...he simply asked God.
Each day as George walked the streets, he saw children everywhere who 
had no mom or dad. They lived on the streets or in state-run poorhouses, 
where they were treated badly. George felt God calling him to open an 
orphanage to take care of the children.
George prayed, asking God to provide a building, people to oversee it, 
furniture, and money for food and clothing. God answered his prayers. The 
needs of the orphanage were met each day. Sometimes a wealthy person 
would send a large amount of money, or a child would give a small amount 
received as a gift or for doing chores. Many times food, supplies or money 
came at the last minute, but God always provided without George telling 
anyone about his needs. He just prayed and waited on God.
More than 10,000 children lived in the orphanage over the years.

What stops us asking....
We expect people to say NO!
I mean, how many of us have asked a girl out.....(do boys still ask girls out?!)




We expect God to say NO!
Limited by previous experience
Bad 'father' experiences
British psyche not to ask: to be polite, shy, think it's rude.
Laissez faire: whatever will be will be. Accept what we get!
We haven't yet learnt true dependence on God
We have so much in the west that we haven't learnt dependence on God in 
the small things....Julia and I have....food, Christmas presents, bikes, 
meals....

5 things to remember about asking!!
1. Earnestly seek
He rewards those who earnestly seek him
Alfie (our little black dog) in the morning! Barks until something happens!!!
Jesus encouraged the disciples when they prayed: Ask, seek knock....
I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of 
friendship, yet because of your boldness (shameless audacity) he will surely 
get up and give you as much as you need.
Persistence: PUSH!
God loves us to ask!! 
Builds our faith & ability to persevere
Learn to press through when he doesn't always answer immediately. 
He tests our desire. 
He shows that He is almighty NOT us!
Fast: Show God you mean it!
2. Live right
'No good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.' 
(Ps. 84:11)




There is a link between our lifestyle and God's ability to answer our prayers.
We simply cannot live as we please and expect God....
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and 
treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the 
gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. (1 Peter 3:7)
Two way relationship. Covenant God...only got to read promises for 
obedience in Deuteronomy...
Make sure you've made some deposits/sown into what matters to Him.
Not for what you can claim later but because you love Him....
God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you have shown 
him as you have helped His people and continue to help them.' (Heb. 5:10)
3. Remember.....That God makes the Big Ask too!!
What is God asking YOU to do right now?!?! The big ask!!
Serve, sacrifice, give, pray, help someone in need....listen, care

God makes the 'Big Ask' in church.....
1. Pray for our church, provision of everything we need to kit the place out 
and for God to give us everything we need!
2. Serve in at least one ministry a month. Target is every person in ministry in 
some kind of way. 
3. Give: Aim to give 10% of your income to His church & Dream Centre (if 
you can't do that straight away then make a start but make it a target. 
Contribute!!!
So remember:
Earnestly seek Him (PUSH!)
Live right!
Respond to God when he makes the Big Ask




4. Expect! Believe! Be expectant!
Dr. Helen Roseveare, missionary to Zaire, told the following story. "A mother 
at our mission station died after giving birth to a premature baby. We tried to 
improvise an incubator to keep the infant alive, but the only hot water bottle 
we had was beyond repair. So we asked the children to pray for the baby and 
for her sister. One of the girls responded, 'Dear God, please send a hot water 
bottle today. Tomorrow will be too late because by then the baby will be dead. 
And dear Lord, send a doll for the sister so she won't feel so lonely.' 
That afternoon a large package arrived from England. The children watched 
eagerly as we opened it. Much to their surprise, under some clothing was a 
hot water bottle! Immediately the girl who had prayed so earnestly started to 
dig deeper, exclaiming, 'If God sent that, I'm sure He also sent a doll!' And 
she was right! The heavenly Father knew in advance of that child's sincere 
requests, and 5 months earlier He had led a ladies' group to include both of 
those specific articles." (Our Daily Bread)
Jesus said:
If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” 
(Matthew 21:22)
There is so much unbelief amongst Christians.....
Paradox: Every time I pray I believe with all my heart that I will receive it but 
as I look back my experience tells me that I haven't and won't always receive 
everything.....but IT ABSOLUTELY NEVER STOPS ME PRAYING FAITH 
FILLED BELIEVING PRAYERS....
How do you manage that?!?!
Because I have seen so many AMAZING ANSWERS to prayer that I pray full 
of faith and belief EVERY time!!!
Believe when you ask (so long as our heart & motives are pure not selfish!)
Don't doubt. James 2
If believers believe it believers receive it!
Things I have asked for & receive (list too long for this blog!)
I prayed in my engagement ring!



At college I asked God for £30 to taken Julia out for a wedding anniversary
Prayed in food, clothes, holidays, jobs, bikes, camp fees...
At My previous church  I asked God for a building, projector, keyboard & mini 
bus
Daughters wedding! Seat covers, money, photographer, chauffeur & car..
Countless people for key roles & volunteers...
Baptistery
Bingo hall....for two years almost every day I asked God
I'm asking God for £500k for the auditorium
Friends....we do not have because we do not ask!!!!!
Remember who you're asking and believe that you will receive what you 
ask for in prayer!!!
But Jesus was matter-of-fact: “Yes—and if you embrace this kingdom life and 
don’t doubt God, you’ll not only do minor feats like I did to the fig tree, but 
also triumph over huge obstacles. This mountain, for instance, you’ll tell, ‘Go 
jump in the lake,’ and it will jump. Absolutely everything, ranging from small to 
large, as you make it a part of your believing prayer, gets included as you lay 
hold of God.” (Matthew 21:21-22 MSG)
Remember who you are asking 'The almighty!' Oswald Chambers notes!
What Do You Want The Lord To Do For You? (Oswald Chambers)
Is there something in your life that not only disturbs you, but makes you a 
disturbance to others? If so, it is always something you cannot handle 
yourself. “Then those who went before warned him that he should be quiet; 
but he cried out all the more . . .” (18:39). Be persistent with your disturbance 
until you get face to face with the Lord Himself. 
Don’t deify common sense. To sit calmly by, instead of creating a disturbance, 
serves only to deify our common sense. When Jesus asks what we want Him 



to do for us about the incredible problem that is confronting us, remember 
that He doesn’t work in common sense ways, but only in supernatural ways.
Look at how we limit the Lord by only remembering what we have allowed 
Him to do for us in the past. We say, “I always failed there, and I always will. 
”Consequently, we don’t ask for what we want. Instead, we think, “It is 
ridiculous to ask God to do this.” If it is an impossibility, it is the very thing for 
which we have to ask. If it is not an impossible thing, it is not a real 
disturbance. And God will do what is absolutely impossible.
This man received his sight. But the most impossible thing for you is to be so 
closely identified with the Lord that there is literally nothing of your old life 
remaining. God will do it if you will ask Him. But you have to come to the point 
of believing Him to be almighty. 
We find faith by not only believing what Jesus says, but, even more, by 
trusting Jesus Himself. If we only look at what He says, we will never believe. 
Once we see Jesus, the impossible things He does in our lives become as 
natural as breathing. The agony we suffer is only the result of the deliberate 
shallowness of our own heart. We won’t believe; we won’t let go by severing 
the line that secures the boat to the shore—we prefer to worry.
Friends....we must remember who is one our side here....
ALMIGHTY GOD....ALL MIGHTY
KING OF KINGS LORD OF LORD
ALL KNOWING, ALL POWERFUL, EVERYWHERE PRESENT
PROVIDER, PROTECTOR, HEALER
The one who declared that nothing is impossible!
He loves it when we get to the end of ourselves... 
5. Ask!!!
Shy bairns!
You do not have....
And when you make the Big Ask:
Earnestly seek
Live right
Respond to God's 'Big Ask'
Expect & believe that you will receive what you ask for in prayer!!




Making the 'Big Ask'

We need to ask God....we do not have often simply because we will not ask 
and when we do.....
You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what 
you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not 
ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. (James 4:2-3)
However...do you know what the greatest thing I believe we can ask God for?
Wisdom....
If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must 
believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive 
anything from the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all 
they do. (James 1:5-8)
Solomon asked for wisdom!
No coincidence that the narrative is there that Solomon after he became King, 
God said 'Ask, for whatever you want me to give you.'
Solomon asked for a wise and discerning heart to govern the people. 
Wisdom!
God promised Him what he hadn't asked for riches and honour...and that he 
would have no equal in his lifetime....WOW
Before we ask God for anything to day....let's ask Him for wisdom.
'Get wisdom, get understanding....wisdom is supreme, therefore get 
wisdom.....blessed is the man who listens at my door, watching at my 
doorway. For whoever finds me finds life and receives favour from The Lord. 
But whoever fails to find me harms Himself...all who hate me love 
death!'  (Prov. 4:5, 7 & 8:34)
Friends do not be afraid to make the 'Big Ask' of God. Like any Father he 
lives us to ask....but when we do we must believe and we must pray through 



until He answers and provides what we need. Don't settle for a second best 
Christian experience! 'Ask...and it shall be given unto you...'
If you've enjoyed this post, please go back and share the link on 
Facebook of Twitter. Thank you!


